OFFICE OF THE GOVERNOR

A PROCLAMATION

WHEREAS, Wisconsin regards youth as our most vital and valuable asset and has a
tradition of proinoting the health, well-being, and cducation of 1is young peonle to allow than o
realize their fullest human potential; and

WHEREAS, helping teens avoid carly and wnintended pregnancics wall positvely aflvet
their social, physical, emotional and fimancial futuees; and

WHEREAS, the United States still has the highest rates of teen pregnancy m the
indiistriahzed world evin after a deocade of educed teen pregnancy rates with Y80 000 twcen
pregnancics cach year; and

WHEREAS, the National Campaign to Prevent Teen Pregnancy, 4 nonpartisan
ovgnization dedicated to improvine the well-being of childvon, youih and familics, has a goal io
reduce the rale of teen pregnancy by one-thind between 1996 and 2005; and

WHEREAS, 6534 Wisconsin women under the age of 20 became pregnant in 2002 with
somic of the nation’s highest nomibcis in Milwaukee snd emong the lispanic and the Afocan
American communities; and

WHEREAS, Wisconsin iecopmizes the hardships often placed on adolescent parents, their
fumilics and their children as a 1esult of tecn preegnancy including poverly, repeatl pregnancics,
cducation disruptions or withdrawal, and rikks to the health of babies; and

WIHEREAS, Wisconsin is pleased with the progress made in reducing the teen birdh rate
but understands that raising awaseness and vndevstandinge on this issee through poprans like
Brighter Futures  The Wisconsin Plan to Prevent Adolescent Pregnancy is the foundatiom of o
strategy lo reduce teen pregnancy i Wisconsing

NOW, THEREFORE, | JIM DOYLE, Governor of the State of Wisconsin, do herchy
proclaim the

Month of May 2004
TEEN PREGNANCY PREVENTION MONTH

and May 5, 2004
TEEN PREGNANCY PREVENTION DAY

and | commend this ebservance to all citizens,

IM TESTIMONY WIEREOF, | hawve
hereunto set my hand and cavsed the
Cirent Seal of the State of Wisconsin to be
affixed. Done at the Capitel in the City of
Mudison this twenty sixth  day ol Apnil
in the year two thousand four.
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By the Guove



